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The University archives recently received the records oT the Billinas Brewing Co 
fron 1900 when it began onerations in Billings.
The company was organized in Butte on Feb. 13, lono, by Henry Mueller, Louis Best 
and Philip Grein, who later became manager. The brewery was soon constructed on pronerty 
across the street from the Billings railroad depot, and by the end of 1900 Billings Beer 
was on the market.
The marketing area extended from Wyoming to Lewistown, and from Livingston to the
Dakotas. Production during the peak pre-prohibition year reached 15,000 barrels of keg 
and bottled beer.
In addition to production facilities, the brewery owned many of the bars in which 
the beer was sold.
Montana had 15 breweries when prohibition went into effect. During the years of
prohibition, the Billings Brewing Co. changed its name to the Advance Manufacturing Co. 
and rented out much of its property.
At the close of prohibition in 1933, the linings brewery was one of eight in Mon­
tana which immediately resumed production. By the end of "orld War II, eleven breweries 
were operating in the state.
Due to improvements in transportation and refrigeration, out-of-state beer increas­
ingly captured the market, and in 1952 the Billings Brewing Co. ceased its operations.
One by one, the breweries of Montana succumbed to the outside competition, until today 
there are no operating breweries in Montana.
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